
Steve Smullen
Area Operations Manager

San Diego Field Office
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• USIBWC

• County of San Diego 
• City of San Diego

• Department of the Navy 
• TRNERR/USFWS

• California State Parks
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1) Tijuana River Flood Control Project 
Design Capacity = 135,000 cfs

2) Concrete Channel; North and 
South Levees

3) Energy Dissipator Structure
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1) Flood Control Berm South of 
Wardlow Ave

2) Clearing and Excavation of the Pilot 
Channel &Smugglers Gulch 
d/s Disney Bridge

3) Barrett and Morena Reservoirs

4) DairyMart and Hollister Bridges
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Flood  Berm Wardlow Ave

Flood  Berm Historic

Channel Clearing-Pilot/Smugglers



1) Flood Warning (ALERT)System

2) Maintenance of Smugglers Gulch south of  

Monument Rd
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Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan

a) Flood control limited to existing 
agreements; if additional flood protection 
necessary then subject to cost/benefit analysis 
and consistency with restoration plans.  
Floodplains to remain in natural condition or 
be restored.
b) No berms, channelization, riprap allowed 
unless impacts thoroughly studied, and if 
determined to be necessary, adequately 
mitigated
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MSCP

a) Maintain appropriate habitats
b) Eliminate berms that exacerbate 

flooding issues
c) Evaluate existing ag lands, 

recommend best use
d) Restore, assess and manage lands 
e) Connect river to mesa corridors
f) Remove residences and structures(long 

term)
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City of San Diego Flood Control and 
Infrastructure Protection Plan -1996

a) Based on 1996 Berryman and Henigar 
hydraulic study

b) 25 year flood= 35,000 cfs

c) 25 year floodplain berms with 0.5 foot 
freeboard

d) purchase of private inholdings within 25 
year floodplain
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TRVRT

1)  Eliminate influx of water borne trash into 
the U.S.

2)  Reduce siltation in the valley 
3)  Restore wildlife habitat and improve water 

quality, consistent with established 
planning goals

4)  Maintain access
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1) Trash Capture Facilities in 
Smugglers Canyon and Main 
Channel in both US and Mexico

2) Sedimentation Basin in Smugglers 
and Main Channel

3) Improved Dredging and Vegetation 
Management at Critical Locations

4) Removal of Impeding Berms and Fills
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1) Funding – Corps of Engineers, City, County, 
IBWC

2) Hydrology and Hydraulic Studies - Mexico 
and the US

3) Flow Scenarios as a Basis for all Projects
4) Agreements with Mexico
5) Implementation and Long Term Operations 

and Maintenance
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